— 1 * Pi ray * "ou * TERS BTR | £ Ser e 
—_ — = * _— n ö * nern * N 2 WY £4: 65 Wins EIT . 7 M ys 2 * _ * 
3 Is rt its wy e 5 4 — e * o 2 BRO, oe, 


—— 


— — wa” © 2 2 2 er 
3 — 


LG 


Cy 


— — eat er nent i» A "a 


5 * r — 45 © 
— c —— 


- - a 
” * 


* 
% 


* - 
. * 
99 a 
— * - 
eff 12 n 
. 0 in 
4 * — 
f | : 
. - "4 — 
1 * tar; 1 = 
* * . 4 
%. " 2 ö 
: : ' 
2 GATE * 
N % — 
* G 
. * ? as 
2--Y | 
5 7 o $ : 
; » ; 
of f, 
© 7 | 35 
b 2 you : 
: A 
= ” 
ke hy * 
2 BR. 
* 
1 8 
i * 
. 4 4 ; 
. * 
- _ 4 
/ F "a 
: , " 
* + 4 
* 
9 i a 
* 
r 
2 A 1 f 6 
% * — 3 
», ” 
* j 5 
- 
* 


A S 


L. E T E R 


F ROM A 


Member of PARLIAMENT 
| 40 HI 1 


ien in the COUNTRY; 


Concerning the Sum of 115,000 /. granted 0 


to > make good the Civil-Liſt Revenue. 


CONTAINING, 


some REMARKs on the Methods general- 


ly made uſe of in the Paſſi ing, our 3 in 
the H. of 4— | 


. 


To which are added, © \ 


LIFE ConsiDzRATIONS on the Advantages 


that muſt neceſſarily acerue to the Publick from a ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of an Act paſs'd the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
entituled, An Ad to prevent Bribery and Corruption in the 


Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament - : With a ſhort 
SkeETCH of the {aid Act. 


Together with, | : 
The 2 FL EE T; a New BALLAD. 


By the . of the Firſt Letter. 


jo” | TIER 
—_— — 


III 


LONDON: 
Printed for R. V. and ſold by the Bookſellers 
of London and Weſtminſter. 1729. 
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LETTER 


FROM A g 


Member of Parliament, 8 


72 


N my laſt Letter T ſent 
you an Anſwer to the 
Queſtions you were plea- 
ſed to propound to me 
concerning the late Act 
to grant 115,000 J. upon 
Apis of Arrears in his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's Civil Liſt Revenues; in this 
I have ſent you ſome Account in what 


manner our Money-Bills generally paſs 


© throug h the Houſe; and likewiſe a 
ſhort Sketch of the many A 


that muſt neceſſarily attend a due Ob- 

ſer vance of the Act paſled the laſt Seſſion 

of Parliament, intitled, An Act to pre- 
B 


5 vent 
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ſame. 


bery. and Corruption in the Elec. 
embers to ſerve in Parliament; 


together with a ſhort Abſtract of the 
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TAE Hypotheſis univerſally held by 
you, and the worthy Britons, of your 
neighbouring Club, That every Se- 
c hator makes himſelf agreeable to, and 
e is eſteemed and advanced by, a Mini- 
« ſtry, in proportion as he is able and 
« qualified to ferve them; and that he 
ec that either by his Wit, or by his Intel- 
ce ligence, invents, projects or propoſes, 
% any; new Scheme or Tax to load or 
*« burden. his Fellow Subjects, be this 
cc new Scheme by Tonnage, Poundage, 
Malt, Mum, Perry, Cyder, or 
&« Ship-money, Sollicitors, Goalors, or 
« Geneva, it matters not, ſo as this 
« fame. Scheme will advantage any o- 
<« ther Foreign Nation who will ſuf- 
<« ficiently pay them for it: That on 
«-theſe Conditions, it ſhall be exhibit- 


<.cd, extolled, and embraced. In the . 


<, firſt Place it muſt be recommended 


hy the Cyſtody-keepers of his Maje- 


e and inevitably paſs into an eternal 
Hee hn f "y Law, 


„ 
% Law, before tis either debated or 
ce underſtood; Bs | ; 


TAHESH Sort of Maxims may go 
down with you Country Gentlemen, 
but they muſt with us admit of Diſ- 
belief and Contradiction; For in order 
to the paſſing of a Law we know ma- 
ny Ingredients and Forms are neoeſſa- 
ry: It muſt be offered in a Committee 
of the whole Houſe of Commons, read, 
received, referred, reported, and re- 
ſolved, then inſerted, and particulariz- 
ed in' a Bill, which is always prepared 
and brought in by Men of Eminence, 
and Diſtinction, and diſt inctly read 
a firſt and ſecond time, then referred 
to a Committee, then amended, re- 
ported, ingroſſed, and read the third 
time; all which particular Steps, and 
Eſſays, are ſpecified in certain printed 
Votes, which go round the Nation, 
and the Subject who thinks himſelf in 
any ſort affected or aggrieved thereby 

is at Liberty to petition againſt it. In 

the Upper Houſe of Parliament, the 
ingroſſed Bill paſſes through the ſame 
Regularities and Forms. After this 
his Majeſty in his Cabinet Council con- 
) MES ſiders 


— 


1 
| 
[ 
| 
; 
| 
| 


fiders and 3 upon this new 
propounded Law, before it comes near 


his Royal Sceptre. Now how can it 
be poſſible, that any Law, which runs 


through all theſe various Examinations 


In each of which it is canvaſſed, and 


tryed as in a Crucible, ſhould contain 


any thing in it prejudicial or burden- 


ſome to the Kingdom, or to the Peo- 


55 


the original Tye and Obligation of Na- 


le, whom the ſaid Law-makers are, 
their ſolemn Oath, as well as by 


ture, bound to protect, ſecure and pre- 
ſerve from all Impoſitions and Grie- 
vances whatſoever? Can wiſe, and ho- 
Rell, and difintereſted Men, ſo. bound 

ard circumſcribed by theſe Rules, 


| nr to and perſevere in any Pro- 


poſitions, to the Damage of their Fel- 


| low-Subjects, or. to their own Diſho- 


nour? Can they forget the Promiſe they 
reſpectively made their Electors to 
guard and protect their Liberties, Trade, 
and Eſtates Can the Power of Gold, 


or the Force of Ambition, | avail againſt 


theſe ſtrong and innate Principles of 
Reaſon and common Senſe ? Is it nor 
the Eſſence and Nature of all Laws, to 
aim at and Provide for the Good and 

Welfare 


4 


X 

(5). 
Welfare of the Commonwealth, with- 
out Reſpe& to any private Perſon, be 
he never ſo Grand or never ſo highly 
In Favour? If the ſmall Sum of 115,000. 
was really deficient, as it was pretended, 
muſt the poor Subject be loaded hy 
Diſtreſs and Calamities to make 
good ? Is that either reaſonable or * 
liamentary? If the Noiſe of a Defici- 
ency is a meer Pretence, Fineneſs and 
Chicanery ; then the gaining the ſeaſo- 
nable and immenſe Supply to the 'Trea- 
ſury at a Time when their Schemes 
and Policies could not ſubſiſt without it, 
| ſpeaks aloud, and vindicates the Abi- 
| lities of the Managers of it exceedingly, 
far beyond any that have for ſome 
Centuries ſat in St. Stephen's CIR 


# 


Ir to drain and impoveriſh our own 
Nation, bleeding and groaning as it lies 
under conſiderable Debts, and” aggre- 
gate Funds, is a Vertue becoming the 
Superintendant of the Finances of Great 
Britain; and if there are ſuch a Number 
of Patriots, who can be prevailed upon 
to lay afide the natural Regard they 
have to Study and Solitude, for the 
19825 Sake of doing their Country Ser- © 

vice 


"OY 
vice in Parliament; which Principle of 
Beneficence, and Publick Spirit, is fo 
eager and predominant in them, that 
they are willing, either by the Noble- 
neſs of their Birth, Redemption, &c. 
Sc. Sc. to gain a Seat in St. Stepben's 
Chapel: Do you Country Gentlemen 
imagine, that theſe Men, whether they 
have attained their Ages of Diſcretion 
or no, muſt not in all Events follow 
their Leader? Can they go out of the 
Scent that is hot in the Noſtril, when 
harmoniouſly led on by a Tongue mu- 
ſical as the Spheres? Would they not 
be liable to the Imputation of the ba- 
ſeſt of Ingrates, ſhould they not with 
an implicit Faith go all the Lengths 
that is neceſſary and expedient to carry 
any Point for their own Preſervation ? 
Would you defire, or can you expect, 
that they ſhall deſert, abandon or be- 
tray the very Author and Means of 
their Preferment? Are not Chariots, 
Equipages and Amours to be ſupport- 
ed; Aſſemblies, Theatres and Maſques 
to be haunted ; and yet, you would tell 
theſe Blades of the Love of their Coun- 
try, or of the heavy Load of Taxes: 
"You may as well, and with as much 
Proſpect 


ö 


4 
Proſpect of Audience, or Succeſs, at- 
tempt to trouble them with a Detail of 
the extream Miſeries of their Fellow 
Subjects labouring and lingring under 
the ſad and direful Influence of a ge- 


neral Decay of Trade all over the 


Land. Remonſtrances may be made tis 
true in Print, and in Writing, and de- 
livered too, every Day, at the very 
Door of the ſaid Chapel, ſetting forth 
how many Thouſands muſt ſuffer by 
this univerſal Tax, and much are they 
to the Purpoſe. The Diſcontented alſo 
within Doors by their Arguments and 
_ filly Computations may prove and de- 
monſtrate the Unreaſonableneſs and In- 
deficiency of this Matter: But I would 
have you and the reſt of your Society 
know, that theſe ſelf-evident and un- 
deniably-manifeſt Oppoſitions to the 
Money: raiſing Bills inſtead of rendring 
any Service to an afflicted Nation, ſel- 
dom or never fail to expedite and hurry 
on the Bill which they are intended to 


* 


obſtruct; for tis a ſtanding Rule among 


the Managers in the ſaid Chapel, that 


when ever any Thing is propounded 
that is by any Means to raiſe Money, 
no Petition or Prayer whatſoever ſhall 


(8) | 
be affine 'd, or even propoſed,  agaitift 
it. And if any one that is endow'd 
with more than a common Spirit and 
Fortitude, ſtands up in Vindication of 
his Oath, Honour and his Country's 
Cauſe, he is inſtantly either hunted, 
hiſfs'd, ſilenc'd, or laugh'd at; nay, he 
eſcapes well, if he | isnot call'd to a more 
| ſevere Account. For it would be ridicu- 
lous to ſuffer any Propoſition to be de- 
liberately and fedately argued, that can- 
not bear any Sort or any Method of 
Reaſoning about it. Would you then, 
Sir, be uneaſy or ſurpriſed when theſe 
Kind of Patriots, active, and vigilant; 
and lucubrative as they are, .in paſſing 
ſuch Money: raiſing Laws, and indolent 
as Fn are in obviating or redreſſing 
Kind of National Grievance, or 
Diſtrebs : I fay, can you, Tax-paying, 
Genilemen be ſurpriz'd when you ſee 
our Manufactures ceaſe, or tranſlated to 
foreign Kingdoms, and our Trade un- 
der an univerſal Stagnation.“ | 


* Vide the Lords Proteſts this Year, where- 

in this Matter 1s fully explain'd and recon- 
. cid. | 

APTER 


ef 


(09); 


AFTER theſe Truths are inculcated 
and evinced to you, I hope you and your 
inquiſitive Club will acquieſce, and fit 
down contented. 


HoweEveR, Sir, in this melancholly 
Situation of our national Affairs, I ſhall 
endeavour to chear your drooping Spi- 


rits with ſome Conſiderations of the Ad- 


vantages, which will neceſſarily flow 


from a ſtrict Obſervance of an Act paſſed 


the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, entitu- 
led, An Act to prevent Bribery and Cor- 


rußption in the Election of Members to Fu 


in Parliament. 


\ 


Trax Proſpect, though I mu con- 
feſs it is at ſome Diſtance, of ſeeing 
once more the Subject left to his own 


voluntary Choice of electing whom he 
ſhall think moſt proper to repreſent 
him in Parliament, ſo delights me, that 


methinks I begin already to glow with 
ſomething of that Tranſport, which 


muſt unavoidably fill the Breaſt of eve- 
Ty true Briton, 


T HOSE baſe Methods, which in 
our great Cities have been but too too 


1 common, 


— IL — 
* pms: r.. a dd pp], —— 
n 
8 
- 


7 . * 
do 


common, of — Perſons to vote for 
this or that Man, upon account of his 
being a Court- Favourite, Commiſſioner, 
or a Director of one or other of our great 
Companies, will then ſurely be at an 
End: For if any Man is obliged to give 
His Voice for any Perſon, contrary to his 
Inclination; through fear of being turn- 
ed out of any Place of Profit, which he 
enjoys under the Government, or any 
Body, or Bodies, of Men; what is it, I 
Would fain ages but bribing chat 


wee 


* 3 to the poor T: radeſinan, it is s very 
often harder with him; for unleſs he 


will give his Vote for ſuch a particular 
Perſon, or Perſons, who ſhall be named 


by one of our great Companies from 


whom perhaps he has the moſt, if not 
all his Wuſineſe, he ſhall be entirely 
turned aut of that, which was the only 


Support of himſelf, and perhaps a nume- 


— Family This Jam ſure is (if any 
thing can be Ns to be ſo) ae chan 
Bribery. 


Wu EN we have a Parliament choſen 
nent the ava or Money, of any 
4 3 * 1 particular 


nnn 


particular great Men; then we may 


hope to ſee the truly noble Name of 


Britons become once more the Terror 
of a SÞ—-ſþ Monarch; and Fr-——, if 
ſhe does not pay us a: juſt Deference; 
will be obliged to fear our Reſentments. 
It is then, and I am afraid not til! then, 
we may expect to ſee an injured Na- 
tion receive publick Satisfaction for the 
Injuries ſhe has famely ſuffered from 


her Enemies abroad, and from thoſe 
avaritious Canker-worms which at pre- 


ſent ſhe is forced to cheriſh and enrich 
at Home. _ 


As fuch Repreſentatives can have 
nothing more at Heart than the Good 
of thoſe Perſons whom they repreſent; 


we may then hope for ſuch Laws as will 


not only ſecure and enlarge our Trade, 
the true Support of the Britiſb Nation; 
but an entire Surrender of thoſe Places, 
which by their Situation, are of the ut- 
moſt Advantage to us, in order to the 
Protection of the moſt valuable Part 
- e 


Wr may then expect to have our 
Fleets, which (even at preſent) ſeem 
ae, 1 to 


41 


to be the Dread of the whole World, 
no longer kept rotting in our own 


Seas, but ſent out, upon any proper 
Occaſion, to re-eſtabliſh that Honour, 


which was once the darling Characteri- 


ſtick of a Britiſh Navy. 


Ix ſhort, Sir, the Advantages accru- 


ing from this wonderful Bill, will be ſo 
univerſally extenſive, that there will not 
be a ſingle Perſon in this Nation, but will 
ſoon be enlivened by its benign Influ- 
ence. 'The Merchant may then with 
Safety ſend his Goods to foreign Mar- 


kets, without any Apprehenſion of 


their being ſeized and detained; know- 
ing that he has a Britiſh Parliament to 
appeal to, who will not in any reſpect 
' Famely ſuffer any of our Neighbours to 
infringe our Prerogative, as to Trade, 


without ſhewing ſuch a Reſentment, 


will be very terrible to the Agreſſors. 


as 


And as the Merchant will be by this 


Means encouraged to ſend his Goods 


abroad; ſo he will be enabled, in ano- 
ther ſort of a Way than he has been of 
late, to employ our different Sorts of Ma- 


nufacturers at Home: Our Complaints, 
as 


which, an every Side, are now ſo loud, 


to 
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5 
K 
to Want of Trade, will be then huſh'd 
into a general Silence; ; and our Poor, 


which for ſome Time have been the Bur- 
den (for Want of Employment) will- 


then be the Advantage, of on * 
| Nation. 


Ax b as the Trade of this WY 
will be thus increaſed, ſo in a great mea- 
ſure, thoſe unhappy Diſputes which, 


have ariſen among Friends, at former 


Elections, will then be laid aſide: For 
no Perſon will have it to conſider who 
gives moſt, ſo every one may the more 
eaſily determine who is the fitteſt to re- 
preſent him in Parliament. 


Ino you willexcuſe my Warmth 
on this Occaſion, when you conſider, 
that the Proſpect I am taking is of thoſe 
Advantages, which will ariſe to our 


Country from a Bill which was ſo un- 
expectedly paſſed by a Parliament from 


whom we expected nothing on that 
Nature. 


4 
| 


AND now, Sir, 1 have given you 


| ſome of my Thoughts what will be 
* in valuable Benefits that will ac- 


Crue | 


0 40 
crue to che Nation, in general, from 
a due Obſervance of the Bill; I ſhall 


take the Liberty of preſenting the 


worthy Club, of which you are a 


Member, with a ſhort Abſtract of the 


Act itſelf. 


Tur Preamble to the Act * forth 
a2 Truth that has been of late too 


notorious, vz. That our preſent Laws 


have not been ſufficient to prevent 
corrupt and illegal Practices in the 


electing Members of Parliament. To 


prevent which, the Act appoints eve- 

Perſon, who ſhall vote for any 
Member to ſerve in any future Parli- 
ament (if any of the Candidates re- 


quireF it) to take ne e following ſolemn 
Hach. | 


IA. B. Do fivear (or - being a Quaker, 
do 3 . m) that I have not 
received, or had, by myſelf, 


ther Perſon whatſ ſoever, in * 


directly, any Sum or Sums of Money, Of- 

fice, Place, or Employment, . or Gift, or 
- Reward, or any Promiſe, or Security, 
for any. Money, Office, or Employment, or 
any, Gift, in order to give my Vote -= 
Ts 


or any o- 
for me 
or for my Uſe and Benefit, directly or in- 


q 


W 
this Election, or that 'T have been polled 
before at this Election. 1M. y 


Tux Perſon who takes the Poll, 
if he refuſes to adminiſter this Oath, 
(which by this Act he is empowered 
to adminiſter) forfeits 5o J. to be reco- 
vered with full Coſt of Suits. 
IT uE Act likewiſe requires the re- 
returning Officer to take the following 
Oath: 1 YM 
= 1 A. B. Do ſolemnly fwear that I have 
0 not directly or indirectly received any 


Sum or Sums of Money, Office, Place, 
4 or Employment, Gratuity or Reward, or 


any Bond, Bill or Note, or any Promiſe 
for any Gratuity whatſoever, either by 
my Wife, or any Perſon, to my Uſe, 
or Benefit, or Advantage, for making any 
Return at the preſent Election of Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament; and that I 
will return ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, as 
ſhall to the beſt of my Judgment appear 
fo me to have the Majority of Legal 
Votes. - E TLTEVY 
AN p to prevent any Perſons plead- 
ing Ignorance of the Act, iy enacts 
that every Perſon to whom any Writ 
ſhall 


* 


9 1 


(a6) 
ſhall be directed for the Electing of 
any Member of Parliament, ſhall im- 
mediately at er reading the ſaid Writ, 
read, or cauſe to be read, the whole | 
of this Act, and likewiſe chat it ſhall 
be read at every General Quarter Seſ- 
fions of the Peace, after Eaſter, and 
at every Election of the chief Magi- 
ſtrates in every Borough, Twon Nor- 5 
e and :Cinque, Port. 


AnoTHER at Clauſe in the 
Act, is, That no Perſon claiming a 
Vote in Elections, from the 24th of 
June 1729. ſhall for his Vote, ask or 

receive any Money, or other Reward, by 

way of Gift, Loan, or other Device 
whatſoever, or ſhall contract for any, 
or ſhall refuſe to vote; or if any Perſon 
by himſelf, or his Agents, ſhall by any 

Promiſe or Agreement, Fee, or Re- 
ward, procure any Perſon to vote, or 

refuſe to vote, the Perſon ſo offending, 
Hall forfeit the Sum of 500 J. for — 581 
Offence, to be recovered as aforeſaid, 
with full Coſt of Suit, and ſhall be dif 

Men to vote in future Elections, 


N 
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New BALLA D 


OO D People give ear, and TIl tell you a Story 
Will delle your Ears, if you wiſh Britain's Glory; 
For in Rhyme ſure the like was ne'er yet laid before ye, 
Which no body can deny. 


The Spaxiards of late ſo haughty are grown 

They pretend both our Towns and our Ships are their own, 
And the latter they take till; tis very well known; 

Which no body can deny. 


Hereupon we ſent Word, they would find it their beſt, 

To give over thoſe Pranks, for we lik'd not the Jeſt, 

\ And they gravely reply'd, They wou'd weigh. our Requeſt, 
Which zo body can deny. 


IB n But 


Ir). 
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— od tes ang renter 
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wy, No pk „ -*. IF 5 5 
But aue went on, WI IT with the Tots, 


Our Traders were taken, our Merchants were broke, 
Reſolv'd if hy cou'd, our ſtern Wrath to provoke, 


t , | N 0 * no bady + of deny. 


50 our Wrath was wore, and our + Rape was ſo great, 
That a F leet was n thoſe pune Spaniards to beat, 
And we ſent os Dutch Help i in a violent Heat, 45 


Which 10 body can an. 


$o the Durch came to help us with Twelve Men of Wir 

For the Datch, like che Devil, Injuſtice abhor) N 

. know that he Spexierds bad not plaid us fair, | 
Which no body can * 


- 


$0 to Spirhead they went, and at Spithrad have lain, 


But deſign very ſoon for to ſcour out the Main, | . 
To retrieve us our Honour, and humble proud Gols, ä 
Which no body. can deny. 


| Bat when to this is Purpoſe theſe Fleets are to Wr 


I believe yet no Britox will venture to ſay, 
But this I am ſure, they wall fail, when they may, 
dies fl 2 85 | Which no bady can deny. 
R But 


„„ 
But in the mean time, as in Line they are uid, [PP 
Moſt wiſely they are of a double Uſe made, SJ 
To our a AIG to%our Foes they give Dread. 


4 


Which ma body can deny. 

For the Gentry all round, and Nobility too, {2.2900 * . 22 

To Portſmouth ride Poſt this Armada to vis, ; 

As the firſt . Fleet was ſet ont for a her,, 
3 | ; Which ,: , 

N But a France will not bear Chriſtian Blood to be hed/, 


2 WAGER himſclf's at the Head, | 
Fat Ducke! in 0 Nombers have bled in'their Stead, 


wal 


$4 


Which no had can deny, 


For the Cardinal thinks the ſame End we fulfil, 
1f wwe bear the Expence, tho' the Fleet does lie till, 
F or we Jo frighten Hain They will do what we will, 
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Which 10 = can 4. 


So the Fleet lies at Anch 5 the Chaplains read Pray'rs, 
The Ladies are learning our 'Tarpawling am EE. 
And each Cook for each Day ſome new Diſhes Prepares, 


RE With no body can deny. 
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